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with the President and Judge Bond, the leading Radical,
and was as often at the War Department to consult Stan-
ton. Wliile the President sustained the Governor, they
were both defeated and tricked by the audacious and ille-
gal conduct of Bond and his advisers.

It was concluded in October to send Campbell, our
Minister to Mexico, to that country. Instructions were
duly prepared and read to the Cabinet, General Grant,
who has been zealous on that subject, being present. It
was stated, and the instructions so expressed, that Grant
should accompany the Minister. But after the instructions
had been read and discussed, General Grant said he did
not think it expedient for him to go out of the country.
Stanton had expressed this idea at the preceding meeting,
when the instructions were first read. The President was
surprised and a little disconcerted. He could not fail to
see there was an intrigue. I think something more.

General Sherman had in the mean time been sent for
and it was rumored that Stanton was to leave the War
Department and Sherman would be assigned to that duty.
Whether there was any truth in this, or whether Stanton
apprehended it, I never inquired. If there was anything
in it, at any time, it was frustrated by Grant, who cooled
down and declined to go with Campbell. He could not be
willing to receive orders from his subordinate, General
Sherman, of whom he is jealous, though intimately friendly.
His suspicion has been excited. The result was Sherman,
instead of Grant, accompanied Campbell.

A steamer was wanted to convey them, and I directed
the Susquehanna, which had just been fitted for the North
Atlantic Squadron, to proceed on this special mission. In
the midst of other duties and with some holding back, I do
not precisely understand the course that is to be taken, if
others do. There is an intention to recognize Juarez as the
President of Mexico. It is hoped he will meet our Minister
at Vera Cruz and, pressing the French War Department, he,
with Campbell, will proceed to the City of Mexico. There